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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LUXEMB 01071 281343Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO HA-05 MCT-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-05 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 10-14 /100W 

022472 281537Z/40 

R 281310Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6129 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
USMISSION USNATO 

UNCLAS LUXEMBOURG 1071 

BRUSSELS ALSO FORUSEEC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PDIP PINT PLO LU 

SUBJECT: PLO OFFICE IN LUXEMBOURG 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LUXEMB 01071 281343Z 

REF: (A) LUXEMBOURG 1029, (B) LUXEMBOURG 1036, (C) LUCEMBOURG 1041 

ON DECEMBER 22, PRIME MINISTER THORN RESPONDED IN PARLIAMENT 
TO QUESTIONS BY OPPOSITION LEADERS PIERRE WERNER, JEAN 
SPUTZ AND ASTRID LULLING ABOUT PLO REPRESENTATION IN LUXEMBOURG. 
IN HIS REPLY TO ALL THREE QUESTIONS THORN SAID THAT THERE 
WOULD IN FACT BE NO PLO OFFFICE IN LUXEMBOURG. HE CON- 
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TENDED THAT ALL HIS GOVERNMENT HAD DONE WAS TO PERMIT 
THE PLO INFORMATION OFFICE OPENED IN BRUSSELS IN 1976 
TO 'EXTEND ITS COMPETENCE" TO LUXEMBOURG. THORN CON 
TINUED THAT THIS ACTION HAS NOTHING WHATSOEVER TO DO 
WITH DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION OR WITH COOPERATION WITH 
THE PLO AND FOR THAT REASON NO JOINT DECLARATION WAS MADE. 
THORN EXPLAINED THAT THE PLO REPRESENTATIVE IN BRUSSELS 
IS AN ARAB WHO PRACTICES THE CATHOLIC RELIGION, HAS 
STUDIED AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUVAIN AND HAS LIVED 
FOR THE PAST TEN YEARS IN BELGIUM. HE ADDED THAT THE 
UNITED NATIONS AND THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY AND 
EVEN ISRAEL RECOGNIZED THE CANDIDATES OF THE PLO AT THE 
TIME OF THE LOCAL ELECTIONS IN WEST JORDAN. AND THAT THE 
PLO IS RECOGNIZED BY THE TWENTY-ONE AFRICAN STATES WHICH 
HAVE ACCREDIDATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF LUXEMBOURG. 
THORN EXPRESSED EXASPERATION ABOUT CRITICISM IN THE 
LUXEMBOURG WORT (CHRISTIAN SOCIAL PARTY NEWSPAPER) 

OF GOL POLICY TOWARD THE PLO AND POINTED THAT EVEN THE 
POPE HAS RECEIVED THE PLO FOREIGN MINISTER. HE CONCLUDED 
BY SAYING THAT THE PLO MAY WELL HAVE AN IMPORTANT ROLE 
TO PLAY IN AN OVERALL MIDDLE-EAST SOLUTION. 

PHILLIPS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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